
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LIAISON BRIEFING 
705 W. University Avenue, Ted Ardoin City-Parish Council Auditorium 
Tuesday, March 29, 2005 
5:30 pm. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Present:  Chair - Chris Williams (District 3); Dale Bourgeois (District 
2); Louis Benjamin (District 4); Lenwood Broussard (District 5); Bruce Conque (District 6); 
Marc Mouton (District 7); Rob Stevenson (District 8)   
 
Absent - Bobby Badeaux (District 1); Randy Menard (District 9) 
 
ADMINISTRATION: Present - L. J. Durel, Jr. (City-Parish President), Dee Stanley (CAO), Pat 
Ottinger (City-Parish Attorney), Becky Lalumia (Associate CAO), Tom Carroll (Public Works 
Director); Melanie Lewis (Community Development Director) 
  
COUNCIL STAFF: Norma Dugas, Clerk of the Council; Sally Angers, Administrative 
Assistant. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(001) Agenda Item 1:  Call to order. 
 
Chair Williams called the briefing of the Community Development Liaison Briefing to order. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(002) Agenda Item 2:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were led by Councilman Marc Mouton. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(006) Agenda Item 3: Discuss Community Development Block Grant, 
CDBG/HOME, Emergency Shelter Grants Program. 
 
Melanie Lewis, Community Development Director, stated that she would begin by explaining the 
changes in the Consolidated Plan priorities.   
 

Consolidated Plan Priorities and proposed changes for 2005: 
• Housing for renters and owners remains a high priority. 
• Homeless reduced from high priority to medium priority. 
• Anti-crime programs reduced from high priority to low priority. 
• Infrastructure (streets and water) remains a high priority but only in conjunction 

with a housing development program. 
• Housing related services moved to a high priority from a medium priority 

(includes housing counseling services). 
• Youth programs reduced from high priority to low priority except childcare 

centers in conjunction with a housing development remains a high priority. 
• Changes are mitigated by the cuts in the funding over the last few years and what 

is anticipated in the future. 
 
Lewis stated that housing is one of the top HUD priorities and President Bush's top priorities are 
housing and home ownership.  She stated that Community Development is looking for areas in 
which they can make a measurable impact in low to moderate income areas.   
 
Lewis stated that the allocation for 2005 is $1,869,833 in CDBG funds. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(66) Upon questioning by the Benjamin, Lewis explained that if anyone would 
do a housing project to benefit low to moderate income people they would be eligible for funds 
for infrastructure.  
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(136) Discussion took place on funding cuts and Mouton informed Lewis that 
a budget resolution passed the Senate to restore full funding to CDBG and keep it under the 
umbrella of HUD and these funds are not just entitlement funds but are funds which are partnered 
with private sector funds to build and stimulate the economy in low to moderate income areas. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(179) Lewis proceeded to explain the Lafayette Consolidated Government 
2005 Annual Plan and highlighted the following areas: 
 

• CDBG FY05 Funding  - $1,869,833. 
• HOME FY05 Funding - $787,766. 
• American Dream Down Payment Initiative FY05 Funding - $27,143. 



• 5.37% decrease in CDBG funding from FY2004 - FY2005. 
• 5.12% decrease in HOME funding from FY2004- FY2005. 
• Schedule of Public Hearings; June 21, 2005 - proposed date for Council to 

introduce ordinance for Annual Plan adoption; July 5, 2005 - proposed date for 
final adoption. 

• Program year begins October 1, 2005. 
• Reviewed applicant eligibility requirements. 
• Applications were received from Greater Acadiana Community Development 

Organization - $140,000 for new housing (HOME CHDO); Rebuilding Together 
with Christmas in April Acadiana  - $30,000 for housing rehabilitation; Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters of Acadiana - $5,000 for public services. 

• All CDBG funds budgeted are for operations of the department with very little 
left for infrastructure. 

• Three positions have been eliminated in the Department. 
 

Broussard requested that Lewis draft a spreadsheet comparing revenues and expenditures since 
1997 for the Council.   
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(378) Upon questioning by Broussard, Jake Miller - Housing Specialist for 
Community Development, stated that 10% of the HOME Housing Rehab funds goes toward the 
Housing Manger's salary and benefits with the rest going to projects.  Miller stated that the funds 
budgeted on the CDBG side go towards operation of the Community Development Department. 
 
Broussard requested a list of houses that have been rehabilitated, demolished and relocated for the 
last year inside the corporate limits and outside the unincorporated areas. 
 
Stevenson requested the qualifications needed to get in the first time home buyers program and 
the qualifications needed to get assistance on starting a business. 
 
Upon questioning by Bourgeois, Miller stated that the Council will receive a line item budget in 
May or early June for final adoption sometime in July.  
 
Williams asked for the information that Broussard requested be expanded to reflect the 
breakdown of revenues and expenditures of the City and Parish (separately) before consolidation, 
and the City and Parish after consolidation and to include this information by category (housing, 
infrastructure, new business, etc.) beginning in 1996 to present.  He also requested the titles of the 
three positions that are being eliminated. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(510) Williams informed the Council that the Community Development 
Liaison Committee met and Norma Dugas, Clerk of the Council, will be getting together with 
Lewis to discuss external agency funding. 
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(518) AGENDA ITEM 4 - Comments from the public on the above listed 
item. No comments were made. 
 
ADJOURN
 
(TAPE 1)(SIDE A)(520) There being no further business to come before the Community 
Development Liaison Briefing, Chair Williams declared the briefing adjourned. 
 
 
 

       
NORMA A. DUGAS, CLERK 
LAFAYETTE CITY-PARISH COUNCIL 


